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on the landing to see pass Lord Hardinge? the Governor-
General, who with his son "Little Arthur" soon after his
return from India paid a visit to my grandmother. The
great man patted us both on the head, and we graciously
Informed him that we purposed following his excellent
example and becoming soldiers. My brother duly carried
out his promise, and in later years, when colonel in the nth
(Prince Consort's Own) Hussars, was Military Secretary to
this same "Little Arthur " when General Sir Arthur Hardinge
was Comniander-in-Chief in Bombay, Unfortunately I never
succeeded in getting further than to be an officer of Volunteers,
but as such I had the honour of serving as an Aide-de-Camp
to her Majesty Queen Victoria, and also to his Majesty King
Edward VIL I also acted for a short time as an aide-de-
camp to Field-Marshal Sir Donald Stewart when he was
Commander - in - Chief in India, and accompanied him to
Rawul-Pindi on the occasion of the visit of the Amir of
Afghanistan to India. I also commanded the Volunteer
brigade at the great manceuvres at Delhi in 1886.

Besides his town house, my father had a seaside residence
at Broadstairs, near Sandwich, for which his brother was
Member. In those days Broadstairs was not so accessible as
now, and was a quiet little place, not without some preten-
sions to fashion, as the Duchess of Kent and the Princess
Victoria had more than once honoured it with their presence.
There, when not travelling abroad, we spent the summer., and
there we boys learnt to swim, to record the movements of the
barometer and thermometer, and with my father's sea-glasses
to watch the Goodwin Sands, where, alas! during our days
of duty, we had to report more than one sad shipwreck. And
here, after a series of pitched battles, in which I was ignomini-
ously worsted, I swore eternal friendship to Charlie Dickens*
whom I was later, after his father's death, to see much of at
GadsMll and in London.

My father, an amiable man, save when the gout was upon
him, had brought ashore with him much of the discipline and
some of the language of the quarter-deck. We always called